URGENT
South Yorkshire Police
FAO: Chief Constable Dave Jones
South Yorkshire Police Headquarters
Carbrook House
Carbrook
Sheffield
S9 2DB

31 May 2016

Dear Chief Constable Jones,
We are writing with regards to the forthcoming march announced by the far right group
Pegida in Rotherham, South Yorkshire, on 4th June 2016.
As you know the Secretary of State has powers under section 13 of the Public Order Act
1986 to prohibit the holding of public processions, and we are writing to implore you to
approach the local Council and the Secretary of State to prohibit the Pegida procession from
taking place.
We understand that the Home Secretary will need to consider the legal tests and balance
the rights to protest against the need to ensure local communities and property are
protected. However, we are currently concerned that the needs of the local communities
may not be being adequately understood nor presented to the Home Secretary for
consideration. In particular, we would like to highlight the following:

1) There have already been fourteen (14) protests which have taken place in Rotherham on
this issue. The focus of these marches are allegedly centred on the appalling and mindnumbing child sexual exploitation ('CSE') that up to 1400 innocent and vulnerable girls
suffered. These groups merely use Rotherham grooming scandal to spread their racism,
hate and bigotry. This protest, like all the others before it, will contribute little to the ongoing
work to move on, address the past issues and re-build community cohesion in the town.
Pegida has no contribution to make to this ongoing work and are simply using the horrific
events which occurred in Rotherham in the past to spark even more hatred and public order
disturbances in the town;

2) The feelings within the community are still tense after the racist murder of Mushin Ahmed
last year (August 2015). As you know, Dale Jones and Damien Hunt were found guilty of the
unprovoked killing of Mushin Ahmed and were jailed. At the time, Detective Chief Inspector
Victoria Short, of South Yorkshire Police, stated that:
"This brutal and unprovoked assault sent shockwaves through the local community,
where Mr Ahmed was well-liked and highly regarded. His family and friends have
been left absolutely devastated by his death yet they have conducted themselves
admirably and with tremendous strength throughout our inquiry, which should be
commended."
You must be aware of the impact the murder has had on the community and we would
request that you acknowledge and support our plea to ban this march, as it is simply too
soon after this race murder for local people to tolerate racists and preachers of hatred to
come to Rotherham for no other reason, but to stir up racial hatred against Muslims;

3) Pegida is a German far right organisation and a public order liability. As Hope not Hate
highlight, Pegida:
"is really just a re-launch of the English Defence League (EDL). The organisers are
the same, most of the speakers are the same, the security team is the same and
many of the demonstrators are the same."
You would be aware of the recent precedents when the Home Secretary was forced to
prohibit EDL marches. In 2011 and 2012, a series of processions by the English Defence
League were banned in London for a 30 day period amid fears of serious public disorder. At
that time, the Policing Minister, Damian Green justified the ban by stating:
.

"I know the Metropolitan Police are committed to using their powers to ensure
communities and properties are protected."

Last year, German politicians appealed for Pegida protests to be called off in cities like
Dresden and Cologne. In Cologne, the authorities switched the lights out at the city's
cathedral as a way of warning Pegida supporters that they were supporting 'extremists'.
The German chancellor Angela Merkel has criticised Pegida, calling them xenophobic and
racist. In her New Year address on German television she told the public:
"Don't follow these people."
She said the people behind Pegida have:
"coldness, prejudice and hatred in their hearts".
Pegida has no history of dealing with local issues up to date. Their procession is simply to
gain publicity by sowing dissent and shipping trouble makers into the town to cause violence
and fuel hatred, their strategy has always been based on perpetuating violence to garner
support through polarisation of different communities.

4) Hate crimes have rocketed in Rotherham in the past year. South Yorkshire Police
recently launched Operation Solar to attempt to address this issue. At the launch CI
Butterworth stated:
“We know that the publication of the Jay Report in 2014 into child sexual exploitation
in Rotherham has had an impact on local communities as well as the number of
demonstrations that have been held in the town.”
Given these special circumstances within the town, we would argue that that any
assessment of the right to Pegida in the town needs to consider the impact of those who
seek to fuel racism and extremism in the town within this context. The more far right
demonstrations that take place in Rotherham, the more racist poison is zapped into the local
community, which in turn radicalises some segments of the local community against the
Asian population of Rotherham. This simply cannot go on.

The severity, range and despicable nature of the recent attacks can no longer be
acceptable. One man has been murdered, one left fighting for his life and another mutilated
in the name of racial difference. As recently as last week, a single female was subjected to
profane Islamaphobic slurs and threatened with a gun. The unlawfulness and cowardliness
of the perpetrators cannot and must not be ignored. Any attempts to further stigmatise the
Muslim community must be reined in for the sake of the town and its good people. Tell
MAMA, a national organisation who monitor anti-Muslim incidents, have recorded a
significant rise in Islamophobic hate crimes within Rotherham.
The residents of Rotherham, like all other citizens, have a right to civil protection and voice
their strong objection to being bullied by outsiders hell-bent on causing unrest mayhem, and
damage. We ask for respect, protection and access to justice; not to prevent legitimate
argument but to prevent devastation in the community, continued fear and further death.
We need the Pegida march to be stopped. Its very mention is causing disgust, anxiety and
fear, and heightening tension within Rotherham amongst the law abiding citizens, particularly
vulnerable groups within the ethnic communities who are under constant siege from the far
right groups and suspicion from the residents of Rotherham, a situation of extreme torment.
Our request for the ban is not based on curtailing freedom or liberty. Nothing could be further
from the truth. We value the idea of liberty and freedom. We believe that special
circumstances exist to justify the banning of Pegida marches in Rotherham for a limited
period of time. Pegida thrives on inciting hatred and violence. A ban is therefore needed in
order to prevent serious disorder, and to safeguard the rights of the public to go about their
daily business, protecting the safety and welfare of a Muslim community - local businesses,
the elderly, vulnerable women, children and other minority groups - that is facing intolerable
levels of abuse and violence laced with hatred.
We would be grateful if the receipt of this letter could be acknowledged and a response is
forthcoming on an urgent basis.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any additional information.

Yours sincerely

Signed:
Suresh Grover, chair of The Monitoring Group/Rotherham 12 campaign coordinator
Imran Khan, partner of Imran Khan Solicitors and Partners
Muhbeen Hussain, founder of British Muslim Youth
Fiyaz Mughal, founder of Tell MAMA
Mohammed Shafiq, chief executive of the Ramadhan Foundation
Shakoor Adalat, chair of the Rotherham Muslim Community Forum
Councillor Taiba Yasseen, cabinet member (RMBC)
Councillor Rose M. McNeely
Councillor Tajamal Hussain
Saghir Alam, chair of Rotherham Council of Mosques (RCM)
Shaykh Sadaqat Hussain, head Imam of Medina Masjid (Wolseley Road, Sheffield)
Sabir Hussain, secretary of Jamia Masjid Abu Bakr (Russell Street, Eastwood)
Shakoor Adalat, secretary of Masjid-e-Uthman (Milton Road, Eastwood)
Mohammed Tanveer, secretary of Jamiah Masjid Anwar-e-Mustafa (College Road,
Masborough)
Haji Karamat Hussain, chair of Jamia Masjid Ahl-e-Sunnat al Jamaat Barelvi (Tooker Road,
Wellgate)
Nizakat Sabir, secretary of Markaz-ul-Uloom Al-Islamia (Ridge Road, Eastwood)
Haji Mohammed Shafiq, secretary of Faizan E Madinah (Maltkiln Street, Moorgate)
Shiraz Yousaf, secretary of Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Moorgate Road, Moorgate)
Mr Najib, chair of Markazi Jamia Masjid (Chaple Walk, Rotherham)
Zlakha Ahmed MBE, founder of Apna Haq
Tariq Sadiq, chair of the Rotherham Hackney Association
Zulfiqar Ahmed, acting chair of the Rotherham Private Hire Driver's Association

Zaheer Munir, chair of Rotherham Labour East Ward
Steve Rogers, chair of Open Minds Theatre Company
Jonathan Smith, Rotherham Friends of Palestine
Jackie Treanor
Professor Jawed Siddiqi
Azzizum Akhtar, CEO of Rotherham Ethnic Minority Alliance (REMA)
Thomas Donaldson, chair of Rotherham Against Cuts
Faheem Ali, partner of Alison Law Solicitors LLP
Shafaq Hussain Iqbal, CEO of King Medina Dates
Araf Fashi, director of Sensis
Shaukat Ali, director of RMAARI
Sirea Jabar, chair of Illuminate Youth Project
Anjum Abbasi, director of Rotherham Diversity Forum
Wajid Ghafoor, manager of Pak Supermarket
Mariam Shah, community Activist
Nazeer Hussain, proprietor of Behari Food Store
Sarbast Abs Mahamad, manager of the European Mini Market
Ambeer, proprietor of Ambeer Barber shop
Mohammad Hussain, manager of Fast and Fresh Takeaway
M. Yasin, proprietor of Kashmir Food Store
Mavculin, proprietor of Top Cuts Barber
Ajaz Khan, proprietor of Phone World
Ibrar Karim, proprietor of Fone Tec
Etsam Hussain, director of Montrose Carpets & Furnishings
Imran Javed, manager of Shahjahan
Shuaib Hussain, proprietor of Rajas
Abdullah Mohammad, proprietor at Al - Barakah
Ellie, proprietors of Ellie's Pizzeria

Tanveer, manager of Zaika Kebab & Sweets
Zayne Zaman, proprietor of Shake Shack
Zubbair Hussain , director of Pharmacy Delivered 4 U
Ivelina Georg, director of Elite Body Clinic
Nacher Ahmed, proprietor of Bubbles Hand Car Wash
Frya Ahmed, proprietor of New York Barber Shop
Nadeem Ahmed, proprietor of Chilliz
Bakstiar, proprietor of Darren Naan Shop
Shakeel Tariq, proprietor of Spudway
Haroon Akram, proprietor of Wellgate Convenient Store
Husnain Ahmed, proprietor of A Rehman and Sons
Talal Choudhry, proprietor of Orient Express Restaurant
Rauf Khan, proprietor of Rahman Store
Adrees Sadiq, proprietor of Advertiser Shop, Masbrough
Linda Stewart, director of Archway Pharmacy
Mariyam Zaman, proprietor of M & H Newsagents
Munaf Awan, manager of Aaris Resturant
Matloob Hussain, managing director of Sofa UK
Talib Hussain, the proprietor of Hertz

